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fources be raifed above the earth’s ordinary furfacc, fo that 
they may run upon a defcejit. Woodward' s Nat. Hijlory . 

I found myfelf within my depth ; and the declivity was fo 
fmull, that I walked near a mile before I got to the fhore. 

Gulliver' s Travels* 

Decli'vous. adj. [ dechvis , Lat.J Gradually defcending ; not 
precipitous ; not perpendicularly finking : the contrary to 
acclivous ; moderately fteep. 

I o DECO C F. v. a. [decoquo decoFlum , Latin.] 

1. I o prepare by boiling for any ufe; to digeft in hot water. 

2. I o digeft by the heat of the ftomach. 

I here fhe decofts, and cloth the food prepare ; 

1 here fhe diftributes it to ev’ry vein. 

There fhe expels what file may fitly fpare. Davies . 

3. To boil in water, fo as to draw the ftrength or virtue of any 
thing. 

I he longer malt or herbs are decoFtecl in liquor, the clearer 
it js. . Bacon s Natural Hijlory , N°. 308. 

4* 1 o boil up to a confidence ; to {Lengthen or invigorate by 
boiling. 

Can fodden water, their barley-broth, 

DecoFi their cold blood to fuch valiant heat. Shakefp . H. V. 

Deco'ctible. adj. [from decoct.] That which may be boiled, 
or prepared by boiling. DiFl. 

Deco'ct'ion. n.f [decoFfum, Latin.] 

1. 1 he adt of boiling any thing, to extradt its virtues. 

Li infufion the longer it is, the greater is the part of the 
grofs body that goeth into the liquor; but in decoFiion , though 
more goeth forth, yet it either purgeth at the top, or lettleth 
at the bottom. Bacon s Natural Hijlory , N°. 308. 

2. A preparation made by boiling in water. 

T hey diftil their hulbands land 

In decoctions ; and are mann’d 

With ten emp’rics, in their chamber 

Lying for the fpirit of amber. Ben. Jobnfon. 

If the plant be boiled in water, the drained liquor is called 
the decoction of the plant. Jr but knot on Aliments. 

Deco'cture. n.f. [from deco 51 . ] A fubftance drawn by 

decoction. 

Decollation, n.f [decol/atio,Dat ] The adt of beheadino*. 

He, by a decollation of all hope, annihilated his mercy : 
this, by an immoderancy thereof, deftroyed his juftice. Braun. 

Decomposite. adj . [dccompofitus , Latin.] Compounded a 
fecond time ; compounded with things already compofite. 

Decomposes of three metals, or more, are too long to in- 
quire of, except there be fome compofitions of them already 
obferved. . Bacon's Phyf Rem. 

Decomposition, n.f. [deco?npoftus, 1 L^L] The adt of com- 
pounding things already compounded. 

We confider what happens in the compofitions and deco?n- 
pofitions of faline particles. Boyle. 

To DECOMPODND. v.a. [decornpono , Latin.] To compofe 
of things already compounded ; to compound a fecond time ; 
to form by a fecond compofition. 

Nature herfelf doth in the bowels of the earth make deco?n- 
pounded bodies, as we fee in vitriol, cinnabar, and even in 
fulphur itfelf. Boyle's Scept. Cbym. 

When a word ftands for a very complex idea, that is com- 
pounded and decompounded , it is not eafy for men to form and 
retain that idea exadtl-y. Locke. 

If the violet, blue and green, be intercepted, the remaining 
yellow, orange, and red, will compound upon the paper an 
orange; and then, if the intercepted colours be let pafs, they 
will fall upon this compounded orange, and, together with it, 
decompound a white. Newton's Opt. 

DecompoVnd. adj. [from the verb.] Compofed of things or 
words already compounded ; compounded a fecond time. 

The pretended falts and fulphur are fo far from being 
elementary parts extracted out of the body of mercury, that 
they are rather, to borrow a term of the grammarians, decom- 
pound bodies, made up of the whole metal and the menftruum, 
or other additaments employed to difguife it. Boyle. 

No body fhould ufe any compound or decompound of the 
fubftantial verbs, but as they are read in the common conju- 
gations. Arbutlmot and Pope's Mart. 5 crib. 

DhTor ament, n.f [from decorate.] Ornarnent ; embellifh- 
ment. Did. 

T© DE'CORATE. v.ci. [decoro, Latin.] To adorn; to em- 
bellifli ; to beautify. 

DecoraTion. n.f. [from decorate.] Ornament; embellifh- 
ment ; added beauty. 

The enfigns of virtues contribute to the ornament of 
figures ; fuch as the decorations belonging to the liberal arts, 
and to war. • Dryden's Dufrefnoy. 

This helm and heavy buckler I can fpare, 

As only decorations of the war : 

So Mars is arm’d for glory, not for need. Dry den. 

JJrcoRAhoR. n.f. [from decorate.]. An adorner ; an embel- 
lifner. _ Diet. 

Deco'rous. adj. [dccorus^ 1 Lzx.m.] Decent; fuitable to a cha- 
racter; becoming; proper; befitting; feemly. 

It is not fo decorous , in refpedt of God, that be fhould im- 


mediately do all the meaneft and triflingeft thino-s himftr 
without making ufe of any inferiour or fubordinate • 

r\ 1 irr>r t-» ' ,C Itl[- 
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To DECO'RTICATE. v.a. [decortico, Latin^ To dS # r 

the bark or hufk ; to hulk ; to peel ; to ftrip. “ °* 

Take great barley, dried and decorticated , after it i* , „ 
wafhed, and boil it in water. Arbuthnot on cjt 

Decortiga'tion. n.f. [from decorticate.] The acf offtrinni 
the bark or hufk. ^ n S 


DECORUM, n.f. [Latin.] Decency ; behaviour contrary to 
iicentioufncfs, contrary to levity ; feemlinefs. ^ 


If your mafter 
Would have a queen his beggar, you mull tell him, 
That majefty, to keep decorum , muft 


No lefs beg than a kingdom. Sbakefpeare’s Ant. and Cleat 
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am far from fufpeaing fimplicity, which is bold to Jr 
pafs in points of decorum. JVotton 

Beyond the fix’d and fettled rules 
Of vice and virtue in the fchools. 

The better fort fhould fet before ’em 
A grace, a manner, a decorum. p r ' m 

Gentlemen of the army fhould be, at leaft, obliged to .ex- 
ternal decorum : a profligate life and character fhould not be a 
means of advancement. Swift 

He kept with princes clue decorum ; 

Yet never flood in awe before ’em. Swift, 

I o DECOY”. v. a. [from koey, Dutch, a cage.] To lure into 
a cage ; to in trap ; to draw into a fnare. 

A fowler had taken a patridge, who offered to decoy her 
companions into the fnare. L'EJl range. 

Decoy'd by the fantaftick blaze, 

Now loft, and now renew’d, he finks abforpt, 

Rider and horfe. Thonjon s Autumn , /. 1165. 

DecoT. n.f [from the verb.] Allurement to mifehiefs; 
temptation. 

The devil could never have had fuch numbers, had he not 
ufed fome as decoys to enfnare others. Government of the Tongue. 

T hefe exuberant productions of the earth became a con- 
tinual decoy and fnare: they only excited and fomented lulls. 

Woodward' s Natural Hifory, 
An old dramdrinker is the devil’s decoy. • Berkley . 

DecoTduck. n.f A duck that lures others. 

There is likewife a fort of ducks, called decoy duels , that 
will bring whole flights of fowl to their retirements, where 
are conveniences made for catching them. Mortimer' s Hush. 

To DECREASE, v. n. [ decrefco , Latin.] To grow lefs; to 
be diminifhed. 

From the moon is the fign of feafts, a light that decreafeth 
in her perfection. Eccluf. xliii. 7. 

Unto fifty years the heart annually increafeth the weight of 
one drachm ; after which, in the fame proportion, it de- 
er eafetb. Brown' s Vulgar Err ours, b. v. c. 20. 

It is to be obferved, that when the fun comes to his tro- 
picks, days increafe and decreaje but a very little for a great 
while together. Newton's Opt . 

To Decrease, v. a. To make lefs; to diminifh. 

He did difhonourable find 

Thofe articles, which did cur ftate decrcafe. Daniel's C, War , 
Nor cherifh’d they relations poor 
That might decreaje their prefent ftore. Prior. 

Heat increafes the fluidity of tenacious liquids, as of oil, 
balfam, and honey; and thereby decreafcs their refiftance. Newt. 
Decrease. n.J\ [from the verb.] The ftate of growing lefs ; 
decay. 

By weak ’n in g toil, and hoary age o’ercome. 

See thy decreaje , and haften to thy tomb. Prior. 

2. The wain ; the time when the vifible face of the moon grows 
lefs. 

See in what time the feeds, fet in the increafe of the moon, 
come to a certain height, and how they differ from thofe that 
are fet in the clecreafe of the moon. Bacon's Natural Hijiory. 
To DECRET. v. n. [i decretum , Latin.] 1 o make an edict ; 

to appoint by edict; to eftablifh bylaw; to determine; to 
refolve. 

They fhall fee the end of the wife, and fhall not under- 
stand what God in his counfel hath decreed of him. Wifd . w. 
Father eternal ! Thine is to decree ; 

Mine, both in heav’11 and earth, .to do thy will. 

Milions Paradije LojL E x * ‘ ' 

Had heav’n decreed that I inould life enjoy, ? 

Heav’n had decreed to fave unhappy I roy. Dryden s / 7U 
To Decre'e. v. a. To doom or aflign by a decree. 

Thou fhalt alfo decree a thing, and it fhall be eftabiiflicd.y^ * 

The king their father 
On juft and weighty reafons, has decreed 
His fceptre to the younger. Roive's Ambitious Step-?' l0i:tl * 
D E c r e 'e . n.f. [. decretum , Latin .] 

1 . An edict ; a law. 

If you deny me, fie upon your law! f - 

There is no force in the decrees of Venice. 

There went a decree from Cadar Auguftus, that a 
world fliould be taxed. c 
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Are we condemn'd by fate’s unjuft decree^ . 

No more our houfes and our homes to lee ? Dryden s i trg. 
The Supreme Being is fovcreignly good; he rewards the 
juft, and pu nifties the unjuft: and the folly of man, and not 
the decree of heaven, is the caufe of human calami ,7. Broome. 

2. An eftablifhed rule. # 

When he made a decree for the rain, and a way 101 tie 

lightning of the thunder. J ob xxv “ 1, 

7. A determination of afuit, or litigated caufe. 

4 [In canon law.] An ordinance, which is enacted by the 
pope himfelf, by and with the advice of his cardinals in coun- 
cil aflem bled, without being con ful ted by any one theieon. 

Ayliffe's Parergon. 

De'crf.ment. n.f [decrement urn-, Latin.] Decrcafe; the ftate 
of growing lefs ; the quantity loft by decreafing. 

Upon the tropick, and firft defeenfion from our folfticc, 
we are fcarce fenfible of declination; but declining farthei, 
our decrement accelerates : we let apace, and in our laft da) f s 
precipitate into our graves. Browns bulgur Err ours. 

Rocks, mountains, and the other elevations of the earth, 
fuffer a continual decrement, and grow lower and lower. IVoodw. 
DECRETIT. adj . [ decrepitus , Latin.] Wafted and worn out 
with age ; in the laft ftage of decay. 

Decrepit mifer ! bale, ignoble wretch ! Shakefp. H. VI. 
T-faefe years were flior t of many mens lives in this decrepit 
age of the world, wherein many exceed fourfeore, and fome 
an hundred years. Raleigh's Hifory oj the World. 

This pope is decrepit , and the bell goeth for him: take or- 
der that there be chofen a pope of frefli year. Bacon' s H. War. 

Decrepit fuperftition, and iuch as had their nativity in times 
beyond all hiftory, are frefh in the obfervation of many 
heads. Braun's Vulgar Err ours. 

And from the North to call 

Decrepit Winter. Mi It ari s Paradife I r of , b. x. /. 655. 

Who this obferves, may in his body find 
Decrepit age, but never in his mind. 

Propp’d on his ftafr, and Hooping as he goes, 

A painted mitre fnades his furrow’d brows; 

The god, in the decrepit form array’d, 

The gardens enter’d, and the fruits furvey’d. 

The charge of -witchcraft infpires people with a malevo- 
lence towards thofe poor decrepit parts of our fpecies, in 
whom human nature is defaced by infirmity and dotage. AddiJ. 

, To DECRE'PH ATE. v. a. [, decrepo , Latin.] To calcine fait 
till it has ceafed to crackle in the fire. 

So will it come to pafs in a pot of fait, although decrepitated. 

Brown's Vulgar Err ours, b. ii. 
Decrepita'tion. n. f [from decrepitate .] The crackling 

noife which fait makes, when put over the fire in a cru- 
cible. j Quincy. 

Decre'pitness. In. f. [from decrepit.] The laft ftage of de- 
Decre'pitude. 5 cay; the laft effedts of old age. 

Mother earth, in this her barrennefs and decrepiinefs of age, 
can procreate Iuch fwarms of curious engines. Bentley's Serm. 
Decrescent, adj . [from decrefcens , Latin.] Growing lefs; 
being in a ftate of decreafe. 

De'cretal. adj. [decretum, Latin.] Appertaining to a decree ; 
containing a decree. 

A decretal epiftle is that which the pope decrees either by 
himfelt, or elle by the advice of his cardinals ; and this mult 
be on his being confulted by fome particular perfon or per- 
fons thereon. Ayliffe's Pa r ergon. 

DeAketal. n. f. [from the adjedtive.] 

1. A book of decrees or edicts ; a body of laws. 

1 he fecond room, whofe walls 
Were painted fair with memorable gefts. 

Of magiftrates, of courts, of tribunals, 

( M commonwealths, of fiates, of policy, 
wf law', of judgments, and of decretals. Fail y Queen, b. ii. 
1 he. collediion of the pope’s decrees. 

1 rad i cions and decretals were made of equal force, and as 
authentical as tfie facred charter itfelf. Howel's Vocal Forrejl . 
Dh c r eti st. n.f [ from decree.] One that ftudies or profeffes 
the knowledge of the decretal. 

i he decretijh had their rife and beginning under the reign 
of the emperor Frederick Barbaroffa. Ayliffe's Parergon. 
Df/cretory. adj. [from decree.] 

1. Judicial; definitive. 

There are lenitives that friendfhip will apply, before it will 
be brought to the decretory rigours of a condemning fentence. 

r . . . . _ South's Sermons. 

2. Critical ; in which there is fome definitive event. 

The motions of the moon, fuppofed to be meafured by 
evens, and the critical or decretory days, depend on that 
number. Browns Vulgar Errours, b. iv. c. 12. 

ecri al. n.f. [from decry. ] Clamorous cenfure ; hafty or 
nofly condemnation ; concurrence in cenfuring any thino*. 

I ° DECRY 7 , v.a. [detcrier, French.] To cenfure; to blame 
cJamoroufly ; to clamour againft. 

. Malice in criticks reigns fi> high. 

T hat for fmall errours they whole plays decry 

Vol. I # 


2. 


Dryden . 


4 

Thofe meafures which arc extolled by one hpf of ihg 
kingdom, are naturally decryed by the other. /Ldijons g eSj ° 
They applied themfelves to Ieflen their authority, decree. 
them as hard and unnecefiary reftraints. Rogers, derm. ■ 7- 
Quacks and impoftors are ftill cautioning us to beware ot 

counterfeits, and decry others cheats only to make more way 

V X ■ j bivtft. 

for their own. . . 

Decu'mbence. } n.f [ decumbo , Latin.] i he ac c ) Ui o 
Decu'mbency. J down; the poftu rent lying down. 

This muft come to pafs, if we hold opinion they lie not 
down, and enjoy no decumbetice at all ; for ftation is proper \ no 
reft, but one kind of motion. Browns Vulgar Errours, b. nu 
Not confidering the ancient manner of decumbency, he im- 
puted this gelt ure of the beloved difciple unto ruliicity, or an 
act of incivility. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b.v. c. b. 

Decu'm bit u re. n.f [from decumbo , Latin.] 

1 . T he time at which a man takes to his bed in a difeafe. 

2. [In aftrology.] A fcheme of the heavens erefied for that 
time, by which the prognofticks of recovery or death are dn- 
covered. 

If but a mile fhe travel out of town, 

The planetary hour muft firft be known* 

And lucky moment : if her eye but akes, 

Or itches, its decumbiture fhe takes. Dryden s fuv. Sat . vi# 
De'cuple. adj . [decuplus, Latin.] Tenfold; the lame number 
ten times repeated. 

Man’s length, that is, a perpendicular from the vertex unto 
the foie of the foot* is decuple unto his profundity ; that is, a 
diredt line between the brealt and the I pine. Brozvn s l ul. Err. 

Suppofing there be a thouland forts of infedts in this ifland* 
if the fame proportion holds between the infedts of England 
and of the reft ot the world, as between plants domeftick and 
exotick, that is, near a decuple , the fpecies of infedts wil 
amount to ten thouland. Ray on the Creation. 

Decu'rion. n.f [ decurio , Lat.] A commander over ten ; an 
officer fubordinate to the centurion. 

He infti tuted decurions through both thefe colonies, that is, 
one over every ten families. Temple < 

DeciErsion. n.f [decurfus, Lat.] The adt of running down. 
What is decayed by that decurfion of waters, is lupplied by 
the terrene foeces which water brings, hale's Ong. of Mankind* 
DecurtaYion. n.f [decurtatio, Latin.] T he adt ot cutting 
fhort, or fhbrtening. 

To DECUSSATE, v.a. [. decuffo , Latin.] To interfea at 
acute angles. 

This it performs by the action of a notable mufcle on each 
fide, of a great length, having the form of the letter X, 
made up of many fibres, decuffating one another longways. Ray . 
Decussa'tion. n.f [from decujjate.] The adt of crofting; 
ftate of being crofted at unequal angles. 

Though there be decuffation of the rays in the pupil of the 
eye, and fo the image of the objedt in the retina, or bottom 
of the eye, be inverted ; yet doth not the objedt appear in- 
verted, blit in its right or natural pofture. Ray on the Creation . 
To DEDE'CORATE. v.a. [dedecoro,\j?X\\\.] To difgrace; 

to bring a reproach upon. DiFt. 

DedecoraTion. n.f. [from dedecorate.] The adt of dif- 
gracing; difgrace. DiFf. 

DedeAorous. adj . [dedccus, Lat.] Difgraceful; reproachful; 

fhameful. Di£i . 

Dedenti'tion. n.f. [de and dentitio , Lat.] Lofs or fhedding 
of the teeth. 

Solon divided it into ten feptenaries, becaufe in every one 
thereof a man received fome fenfible mutation : in the firft is 
dedentition, or falling of teeth. Brown' s Vulgar Errours, b. iv. 
To DEDICATE, v. a. [ dedico , Latin.] 

1 . To devote to fome divine power ; to confecrate and fet apart 
to facred ufes. 

A pleafant grove 

Was (hot up high, full of the (lately tree 
That dedicated is to olympick Jove, 

And to his fon Alcides, when as he 

Gain’d in Nemea goodly vidtory. Fairy Queen, b. ii. cant. 5. 
T he princes offered for dedicating the altar, in the day that 
it v/as anointed. Nu?n. vii. 10. 

Warn’d by the feer, to her offended name 
We rais’d, and dedicate this wond’rous frame. Dryden's dEn a 

2. To appropriate folemnly to any perfon or.purpofe. 

There cannot be 

That vulture in you to devour fo many. 

As will to greatnefs dedicate themfelves. Shakefp . Macbeth . 

Ladle-, a gen’ral welcome from his grace 
Salutes you all : this night he dedicates 
To fair content and you. Shakefpeare's Henry VIIL 

He went to learn the profeflion of a foklier, to which he 
had dedicated himfelf. Clarendon . 

Bid her inftantwed. 

And quiet dedicate her remnant life 

To the juft duties of an humble wife. Prior 

3* To inferibe to a patron. 

He compiled ten elegant books, and dedicated them to the 
lord Rurghley . ^ Peackam on Poetry. 

Dedicate, 
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